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Against the Sky
for Horn and Piano

I.  Sonorous Vistas
II. The Face of  Shadows
III. From the Depths

Notes to the Performers:
I.

• For much of the first movement, both parts are in rhythmic unison.  Strive a unified timbre that merges the 
sound of the two instruments.  The result should be a ringing bell-like tone.

II.
• In the 2nd movement’s piano part, the chords are extremely dark and the left-hand should be equally voiced 

throughout, though often the upper voice of the right hand should project melodically.

• In the 2nd movement’s horn part there are numerous half-step glissandi that are to be done by using the hand 
to lower the pitch a half-step.  The sound desired here is not so much a buzzy, bright sound as it is a strained, 
bent sound.  The pitch need not always go a complete half-step.  A darker, covered sound that blends 
melodically with open tones is the goal.

• For stopped notes without glissandi, the player may elect to use whatever stopping method they prefer, but the 
player should aim to achieve a similar timbre to the stopped notes of the half-step glissandi.

• For horn glissandi that are more than a half-step, the performer should begin in the same manner as the half-
step glissandi and then a smoothly as possible move to the next pitch.

•  The 2nd movment is really in three parts: the piano solo introduction, the long building arc (from m137 to 
m192), and the pensive, emotional horn solo as postlude (lightly underscored with piano chords) which is 
marked “Soliloquy” in the score.  This can be freely played, generally soft but also intensely emotive.  This is a 
dark moment of the soul in this piece.

• Accidentals carry through the measure.  In the piano extra “curtesy” accidentals have been given throughout 
to help with reading and to clarify cross-relations between hands.

III.
• The 3rd movement has repeated notes with varying speeds generally shown in changing tuplet values.  These 

notes passages should be played more rhapsodically than rhythmically with the notes speeding up and slowing 
down smoothly and fluidly (rather than emphasizing the tuplet differences crisply).

• The harmonic grace-note gestures in the horn should be done as sweeps and it is not necessary to make each 
harmonic series note distinctly audible but the sweep should be measured enough to hear several of the notes.  
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The arrival note needs to be very clear and those passages should sound clearly melodic with a sense of 
connection between the successive arrival notes.

Program Note:
Burning light moves across granite
refracting off layers that illustrate the passing of ages
in a pageant of richly varied color.

I. 
Atop the highest boulders, as the curvature of the earth arcs into mist
—distant miles compressing into an instant—
sound soars away against the sky,
fanning out in all directions and
disappearing into the distance.

II.
As dark falls, the precipitous edges plunge into unknown chasms
with the grandeur and menace of an inhuman scale.  
And, left to stare into the abyss
from which no light returns,
the mind and the spirit reflect.

III.
In the deep quiet 
what might have been an absence
becomes a presence
becomes a path
and where might that lead as the world remakes itself
in new warmth of emergent color

- Peter Gilbert, 2018
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˙˙ẇ-
˙˙ẇ-
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